CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 



A method comprising: 



receiving a 



a first data communication platform; 



determininc 



communication platform; and 



indicating tp 
a by-pass path o 



data signal formatted according to a data communication protocol at 



if the data communication protocol is supported by the first data 



a second data communication platform to receive the data signal at 
a filter engine of the second data communication platform if it is 
determined that fhe data communication protocol is supported by the first data 
communication platform. 



2. The method of claim 1 , wherein the data signal is a first data signal and the data 
communication protocol is a first data communication protocol, the method of claim 1 
further comprising: 

receiving a second data signal formatted according to a second data 
communication protocol at the first data communication platform; 

determining if the second data communication protocol is supported by the 
second data communication platform; and 
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8 indicating to the second data communication platform to receive the data signal 

9 at a filter path of the filter engine if it is determined that the data communication 
10 protocol is supported by the second data communication platform. 

1 3. The method of claim 1, wherein said receiving comprises receiving the data 

2 signal formatted according /o the data communication protocol at a network processor. 



5 
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Q 



VP, 



1 4. The method of claim 1 , wherein said determining comprises determining if the 

2 data communication pyotocol is included in a pre-stored plurality of data communication 

3 protocols. 



5. The methoa of claims 1 , wherein said indicating comprises tagging header 
ffl 2 information to the data signal. 



1 6. The niethod of claim 1 , wherein said indicating further comprises indicating to a 

2 network svyitch engine. 



1 7. /An apparatus comprising: 

2 /a first data communication platform to receive a data signal formatted according 

3 Xok data communication protocol, the first data communication platform to determine if 

4 vie data communication protocol is supported by the first data communication platform; 

5 land 
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6 a second data commiinication platform, coupled to the first data communication 

7 platform, to receive an indication for receiving the data signal at a by-pass path of a 

8 filter engine of the second aata communication platform if it is determined that the data 

9 communication protocol is supported by the first data communication platform. 

1 8. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein said first data communication platform 

2 comprises a network processor, the network processor implemented in software. 

1 9. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein said second data communication platform 

2 comprises a network switch engine, the network switch engine implemented in 

i'g 3 application specific integrated circuits (ASICs). 

i / 
=y / 

Co 1 10. An article comlDrising: 

^ 2 a storage meaium having stored therein a plurality of instructions that are 

3 machine executable/, wherein when executed, said executing instructions operate to 

4 receive a data signal formatted according to a data communication protocol at a first 

5 data communication platform, determine if the data communication protocol is 

6 supported by the first data communication platform, and indicate to a second data 

7 communication p/atform to receive the data signal at a by-pass path of a filter engine of 

8 the second dat^communication platform if it is determined that the data communication 

9 protocol is supported by the first data communication platform. 
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1 11. The article of claim 1 0, whprein the data signal is a first data signal and the data 

2 communication protocol is a first/data communication protocol, the article of claim 10, 

3 wherein said executing instructions further operate to receive a second data signal 

4 formatted according to a second data communication protocol at the first data 

5 communication platform, determine if the second data communication protocol is 

6 supported by the second dafta communication platform, and indicate to the second 

7 communication platform to/receive the data signal at a filter engine path of the filter 

8 engine if it is determined tnat the data communication protocol is supported by the 

9 second data communicat/on platform. 

;il 1 1 2. The article of claim 1 0, wherein said executing instructions operate to receive the 

5 2 data signal formatted according to the data communication protocol at a network 

m 3 processor, the netwock processor implemented in software. 

,;sci / 

/ 

vf\ I 

% 1 13. The article of claim 1 0, wherein said executing instructions operate to determine 

% 2 if the data commmication protocol is included in a pre-stored plurality of data 

3 communicationybrotocols. 



1 14. The article of claim 1 0, wherein said executing instructions operate to tag header 

2 information/of the data signal. 
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15. The article of claim 10, wherein said executing instructions operate to indicate to 



a network switch engine, 



integrated circuits (ASICs). 



the network switch engine implemented in application specific 



1 
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1 6. An apparatus comprising: 

a storage medium having stored therein a plurality of instructions that are 
machine executable, wherein when executed, said executing instructions operate to 
receive a data signal formatted according to a data communication protocol at a first 

atform, determine if the data communication protocol is 
iata communication platform, and indicate to a second data 
m to receive the data signal at a by-pass path of a filter engine of 
the second data comfmunication platform if it is determined that the data communication 
protocol is supported by the first data communication platform; and 

a processor/coupled to the storage medium to execute the instructions. 



data communication p 
supported by the first 
communication platfof 



^ 1 17. The apparatus of claim 1 6, wherein the data signal is a first data signal and the 

2 data communic^ion protocol is a first data communication protocol, the apparatus of 

3 claim 16, wherein said executing instructions further operate to receive a second data 

4 signal formatted according to a second data communication protocol at the first data 

5 communicatio/i platform, determine if the second data communication protocol is 

6 supported by/the second data communication platform, and indicate to the second 

7 communicalion platform to receive the data signal at a filter engine path of the filter 
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8 engine if it is determinec 

9 second data 



that the data communication protocol is supported by the 
communicajtion platform. 



1 1 8. The apparatus of claim 1 6, wherein said executing instructions operate to 

2 receive the data signal formatted according to the data communication protocol at a 

3 network processor artd to indicate to a network switch engine, the network processor 

4 implemented in software and the network switch engine implemented in application 

5 specific integrated cpuits (ASICs), 

=2 1 1 9. The apparatus of claim 1 6, wherein said executing instructions operate to 

|:LJ 2 determine if the aata communication protocol is included in a pre-stored plurality of data 

■ n 3 communication/protocols. 



1 20. The' apparatus of claim 1 6, wherein said executing instructions operate to tag 

2 header ir/formation of the data signal. 
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